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• New friends are a joy to dis-
cover and a source of good 
memories for many years.

• Never underestimate the 
beauty that an old house 
holds when fixed up! (This 
may work for people, as well.)

• Time is either your friend or 
enemy; it depends on how 
you use it.

René and I want to thank you for your warmth and sup-
port during our time with you. We feel honored to have 
been given the privilege to serve together in the cause 
for Christ. I think that Parkway Heights UMC has a bright 
future, and I know that God will use Rev. Bruce Case and 
his family in a wonderful way when Bruce comes as your 
pastor on July 2. 

May God bless you as you undertake another new chap-
ter in the life of Parkway Heights UMC. I am thankful to 
have been a small part of that history.

In Christ,
Mike

Some Parting Thoughts 
The year has passed quickly for René and me. It was 
a year ago that we learned we would be coming to 
Hattiesburg and would serve Parkway Heights United 
Methodist Church. That in itself did not mean much to 
either of us since we had never been to Hattiesburg and 
had no idea about the kind of church Parkway Heights 
would be. But all of that changed very quickly when we 
moved in on June 1, 2016. It didn’t take long to fall in 
love with Hattiesburg and the congregation of Parkway 
Heights. Everyone made us feel welcome, and the staff 
of the church opened their arms to let us know that we 
were a part of an amazing group that offers leadership to 
the congregation. 

Our time here is drawing to a close. We will complete 
our year with you on May 28. I must say that it has been 
one of the joys of our ministry to serve with you. There 
have been several lessons learned during our time here. 
Among those are:

• Always be open to what God may be doing through 
you. Don’t try to out plan God!

• There are many wonderful stories to be shared about 
our faith. Listen and learn.

Mike McKnight

Team5:1 Senior Sunday - May 7
To honor our high school seniors, Team5:1 Senior Sunday will take place 
Sunday, May 7! We will worship together in ONE combined service at 
10 a.m. in Founders Hall. After the service, we will enjoy a churchwide 
BBQ picnic. Buy your tickets on Sunday morning, in the Church Office 
during the week or anytime at parkwayheights.org. Adult plates are $15, 
and child plates are $8, with a family maximum cost of $40. 

Please bring your own table, chairs or blanket. We will provide seating for 
our senior adults and our high school seniors and their families.

Farewell to the McKnights
On Sunday, May 21, the staff-parish re-
lations committee will host a farewell 
reception for Mike and René
McKnight at 9:30 a.m. in the Atrium. 
Please plan to stop by and thank 
them for their year of service to our 
church. If anyone would like to help 
with the reception, please contact the 
Church Office. 

On the following Sunday, May 28, we 
will gather for a combined worship 
service at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 
This will be Mike’s last Sunday to be 
with us at Parkway Heights.



fyi

Cook-Off Champion
For the second year in a row, Julie 
Collins has represented Parkway 
Heights at the Friends of Wesley 
Pastor Cook-Off to benefit USM’s 
Wesley Foundation. And for 
the second year in a row, Julie 
has won the grand prize of the 
“Golden Spoon!”

The winner is determined by the 
amount of donations received in 
each pastor’s jar. Thanks to your 
generous giving, Julie had the 
highest total! Thank you, Parkway 
Heights! And way to go, Julie!

Have Your Formed Your Band?
At Parkway Heights, we believe that banding together with others in small groups is an 
important ingredient of faith maturation. Connecting weekly with other men or women 
for spiritual support and encouragement will help you as you seek to be a more faithful 
follower of Christ. We hope you will take the time to find two-five other people to meet 
with on a regular basis. Have fun! Meet in homes or in restaurants. Meet early in the day 
or late in the evening—whatever works best for your group. We just hope that in 2017 
you’ll band together and discover the benefit of sharing your faith and life with others. 
Here’s what some are saying about their experience:

The right group can help you know that you are not alone, and it will get better. Our group gives us the chance to walk through 
life’s ups and downs together. ~John Burks

In our group of six “weird women,” I have three longtime friends and two newbies. Strengthening bonds and establishing new ones 
all based on our common faith base is rewarding and comforting. ~Cheryl Mueller

Julie Collins was the back-to-back winner 
of the Wesley Pastor Cook-Off!

May Communion Offering for Sunday Fund
On Sunday, May 7, our communion offering will 
support the Sunday Fund. The Sunday Fund is the 
most critical support of the Methodist Senior Services 
ministry. Methodist Senior Services provides comfortable, affordable housing 
and other services to meet the physical, social and spiritual needs of older adults.

The Sunday Fund is a benevolence fund designed to assist elders living on any of 
the Methodist Senior Services campuses across the state. Without Sunday Fund 
assistance, there are men and women who could no longer maintain their resi-
dency. One hundred percent of the money donated to the Sunday Fund is used 
to support elders who have outlived their resources and must ask for help.

Parkway Heights currently has 13 church members who call Wesley Manor 
Retirement Community, a Methodist Senior Services campus here in Hattiesburg, 
home. We encourage you to please give generously, so we can turn worry into 
joy and turn concern into peace for the elders God calls us all to serve.

Debra Topp, Paige Kennedy,
Vicki Kibodeaux and Susan Eaton’s

band meets for lunch regularly.

Congrats to Myka Murphy!
Parkway Heights would like to congratulate Sanctuary 
Choir member Myka Murphy as she graduates summa 
cum laude from Southern Miss with a Bachelor of Music in 
vocal performance and a minor in theatre. Myka has been 
accepted into the Juilliard School in the fall, where she will 
be pursuing her master’s in vocal performance and opera. 
Only the top 5% of applicants were accepted into this opera program. She is 
one of the youngest of the incoming 10 students. We’re proud of you, Myka!

Myka Murphy



outreach

Easter at Fieldhouse 
for the Homeless

Thank you to our volunteers who 
gave their time at Fieldhouse 

for the Homeless over the Easter 
weekend. On Good Friday, Parkway 

Heights provided lunch at the 
Fieldhouse to about 50 people. 

We also led a spirit-filled worship 
service on Easter morning.

Those at the Fieldhouse enjoyed lunch 
cooked by Charlie Bevon on Good Friday.

Susan Eaton led prayer on Good Friday 
at the Fieldhouse.

Woodley Elementary 
School Field Day
Woodley Elementary School’s last day 
of the school year is Friday, May 19. 
The school will be having a field day 
for the students with Parkway Heights 
providing some inflatables and other 
fun activities. If you can assist with this 
event, please look for the opportunity 
to sign up in the “Every Member in 
Ministry” portion of the Sunday bul-
letin. For more information, contact 
Wes Arrington at 601.544.7873 or at 
wesarrington@parkwayheights.org.

Woodley students at a past year’s field day

Parkway Heights also provided breakfast 
on Easter morning.

Habitat for Humanity's Women Build
All women—and men—are invited to participate in Hattiesburg Area Habitat 
for Humanity's Women Build on Saturday, May 6. National Women Build Week 
is a nationwide initiative of Habitat for Humanity in partnership with Lowe’s. 
This event brings women together to devote at least one day to help eliminate 
poverty housing.

No experience is necessary! Volunteers work under the 
guidance of construction professionals and alongside 
other volunteers and future Habitat homeowners. To 
register or for more information, contact Jamie Russell 
by email at jrussell@hattiesburghabitat.org or by phone 
at 601.582.4663.

What: Habitat for Humanity Women Build
When: Saturday, May 6  /  8:30 a.m.-noon OR 1-4 p.m.

Where: 108 Smith Street in Petal
Cost: $25 (includes lunch, T-shirt, "swag bag" and more)

Hall Monitors Still
Needed at Woodley
Elementary
Volunteers are still needed to serve as 
hall monitors at Woodley Elementary 
School during annual testing. Testing 
takes place Tuesdays through Fridays 
until May 18. Volunteers are needed 
each day from 8 a.m. until noon to 
monitor students in the computer 
lab. Any time you can help, even for a 
couple of hours, will be greatly appre-
ciated! You can register to volunteer 
in Sunday’s bulletin or contact Wes 
Arrington at 601.544.7873 or email 
wesarrington@parkwayheights.org.



senior adults

Rev. Mike McKnight will be the special 
guest for Wesley Club on Thursday, 
May 18. Mike will share a devotional 
and music and speak about his 
future plans. We are grateful for the 
year Mike has spent leading Parkway 
Heights and look forward to having 
him with us!

Wesley Club meets on the third 
Thursday of each month from 
11:45 a.m. until 1 p.m. in Founders 
Hall. Everyone over the age of 55 is 
welcome! If you have never been 
contacted by a Wesley Club caller and 
are interested in attending, please 
call the Church Office at 601.544.7873 
to make a reservation. Lunch is 
$7/person. If you have any other 
questions about the Wesley Club, 
please contact Club President Helen 
Moss or staff member Julie Collins.

Wesley Club in May

  SAVE THE DATE  

SENIOR ADULT 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

LIVING THE GREATEST COMMANDMENTS: 

LEARNING TO LIVE LOVED

MONDAY, AUGUST 21 -
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23

10-11:30 A.M.
PARKWAY HEIGHTS FOUNDERS HALL

REV. STEVE CASTEEL,
GUEST SPEAKER

HOSTED BY MAIN STREET UMC &  
PARKWAY HEIGHTS UMC

Registration info coming soon!

Living with Dementia:
Tools for Caregivers

Friday, May 19
10 a.m.-noon

We are excited to have Dr. Lindsey 
Lewis return for another session 
in our Senior Health Series. Join 
us on Friday, May 19 from 10 a.m. 
until noon as Lindsey addresses 
the “caregiver agenda” and teaches 
participants to work with those 
living with dementia, rather than 
“doing to” them. She will explore the 

GEMS model for 
understanding 
the stages of 
dementia and 
how to best care 
for those in each 
phase of the 
disease. While 
we can’t stop 
or reverse the 
disease, we can learn a better way 
to approach and care for our loved 
ones. Until there’s a cure, there’s 
care!

Dr. Lindsey Lewis

Senior Adult Health Series Workshop

April Wesley Club Speaker
COL Paul McDonald, facilities management operator 
for the Mississippi National Guard, was the guest 
speaker for Wesley Club’s April meeting on April 20. 
McDonald spoke to the group about the history and 
future of the Mississippi Army National Guard. He 
also talked about Camp Shelby and its upcoming 
100th anniversary celebration, which will take place 
in July.COL Paul McDonald

Senior Adult Trip
About 20 senior adults visited 
Camp Shelby on April 27 for a 
tour of the Mississippi Armed 
Forces Museum. A good time
was had by all!

These senior adults had a great time on their 
“field trip” to the MS Armed Forces Museum.

Ed and Kathy Wheeler, Marge Cervantes, 
June Pegues and Helen Moss at an exhibit

After the tour, everyone enjoyed lunch at the 
All Ranks Club.



youth

Parkway Heights 2017 Seniors

end-of-the-year 
Youth Crawfish Boil

Saturday, May 13 ~ 5-7:30 p.m.

Hoods’ Canebrake Pavilion

218 w. canebrake blvd.

Hattiesburg, MS  39402

$10 for crawfish 

Pizza available for $3

wear your swimsuit because 

we’ll have the boats!

Notes for Our High School Seniors
As part of our Team5:1 Senior Sunday celebration, 
we’d like to show our support to our high school 
seniors with notes or cards from their church fami-
ly. We encourage you to please write each senior a 
little note and bring it with you on Senior Sunday, 
May 7. Each senior will have a basket for his or her 
notes. This a great opportunity for our congrega-
tion to put our Team5:1 philosophy into practice. 

Erin Cox Graham Gill Stephen Grantham

Nicole Hanneke Alan Russell

SN@P
SUNDAY, MAY 7 - Regular SN@P, 5:30-7:30 p.m.     
     Graham Gill will be sharing with us. Come 
     support Graham and the other seniors at 
     their last SN@P!

Hattiesburg High School students in the Tiger 
Pack enjoyed a recent lunch with Wes Ingram.

About 10 students gather each month for book or 
movie discussion and building relationships.

Hattiesburg High School Partnership
As part of our supportive partnership with Hattiesburg High School, Wes Ingram 
has been involved in the formation of the “Tiger Pack.” The Tiger Pack is a book 
and movie club at the high school that meets once a month. The group meets 
during lunch to discuss movies and books and how they apply to life. Parkway 
Heights provides the lunch, and, ultimately, it’s a chance to connect with stu-
dents who can benefit from a mentoring relationship.

Cade Slaughter



children

Palm Sunday

Several of our children, such as Claire Christensen 
pictured above, participated in a drama that 
introduced the Palm Sunday processional.

Children in both the 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
worship services participated in a Palm
Sunday processional on April 9.

Parents’ Night Out
Parents’ Night Out will be held Friday, 
May 5 from 6 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. 
Please register your child by noon on 
Thursday, May 4 to ensure adequate 
staffing and pizza. The cost of pizza 
is $5. Register online at myParkway-
Heights (parkway-
heights.ccbchurch.
com) or by calling 
the Church Office 
at 601.544.7873.

Easter Egg Hunt Fun
A big THANK YOU goes to 
Carolyn and Warren Hood for 
once again hosting the chil-
dren’s Easter egg hunt this 
year. Everything was beau-
tiful, and the children had a 
terrific time! 

Gregory Maurer enjoyed hunting Easter eggs 
with the other toddlers.

Children’s Ministry Director Lesley Ellison 
read an Easter story to the children 

before the big hunt.

Vacation Bible School
REGISTER NOW!
Maker Fun Factory VBS is set to launch 
Monday, June 12-Thursday, June 15, 
and registration is now open on park-
wayheights.org! Children age four (by 
Sept. 1) through fourth graders are in-
vited to participate, and fifth through 
twelfth graders are needed to help. All 
children (even helpers) are asked to 
please register. It’s going to be FUN!

VOLUNTEER NEEDS
We have a great group of station 
leaders lined up to lead us through 
VBS, but we still need “crew” leaders 
to shepherd small groups of children 
through the different VBS stations. 
Check out the VBS booth in the Patio 
area of the Atrium to learn about 
other ways to contribute and sign up 
to volunteer. Contact Lesley Ellison 
(lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org) 
with any questions.

Loft Mission Trip
Rising fifth through seventh graders 
will embark on the biannual “Loft” 
mission trip June 23-25. This year we 
will return to the Methodist Children’s 
Home in Jackson to participate in 
service projects on campus. This trip 
serves as a first mission trip experi-
ence for many of our children, and it’s 
a great way for them to be introduced 
to what it means to truly serve others.  
Register now at myParkwayHeights!

Camp Wesley Pines
Parkway Heights will coordinate 
transportation for the following Camp 
Wesley Pines summer camp dates: 
• June 25-28 for children entering 

first-third grades.
• July 10-14 for children entering 

fourth-sixth grades. 

Register your child at wesleypines.
com at least two weeks prior to camp. 
Scholarships are available; contact 
Lesley Ellison at lesleyellison@park-
wayheights.org for more information.



Mail Room
Parkway Heights United Methodist Church,

Thank you for participating in our Baby Bottle Campaign. Your church body 
raised $877.13. Together with 10 other churches, over $8,000 has been 
raised. Please continue to pray for us as we strive to reach more clients and 
be the hands and feet of Jesus to them.

In His love,
Hope Clinic volunteers and staff

I am overwhelmed by the love and support that our United Methodist 
churches give each year to the Wesley Foundation at Southern Miss. All that 
was accomplished by supporters at this year's Friends of Wesley fundraiser 
and throughout the year is done so that college students might meet Jesus 
face-to-face and grow deeper in their faith. For this, I am humbled and for-
ever thankful. On behalf of the students who call USM Wesley their home, I 
would like to say, "Thank You!"  

Every year I am blown away by the generosity of our churches in the Hat-
tiesburg District. This year we collected almost $10,000 to help grow college 
students to become the young women and men God originally created 
them to be. God continually amazes me in His goodness and His willingness 
to provide all the necessary things at just the right time. Thanks again for 
going above and beyond and for being an answered prayer. 

If you were not able to join us the other night and would like to support 
USM Wesley, a great way is to join our "12/15 Club." To find out more, go to
www.usmwesley.org and click on “Partnership.”

Bonhoeffer once said, "Righteous is the man that lives for the next genera-
tion." This can be said of you! 

Love, peace and chicken grease!

Amazed by Him,
Patrick Hutto
USM Wesley Director
#usmwesley #4nextgen #SMTTT

PHUMC Finances 
March 2017 
Income ................................................ $127,145 
Expenses ............................................ $118,373 
Net ............................................................... $8,772 
 
YTD Actual  
Income ................................................ $344,437 
Expenses ............................................ $363,008 
Net ......................................................... $(18,571) 
 
YTD Comparison  
Income ................................................ $344,437 
Budget ................................................. $400,250 
Over Budget .................................... $(55,813)

Prayer Concerns 
- Noelle Carter, Buford Chapman, 

Kathryn Chastain, Charles Everitt, 

Anne-Marie Haigler, Floanne Kersh, 

Frances McCrory, Landa Ryan and 

Emily Shepard 

Sympathy To... 
- Jay Spear on the death of his 
grandfather 

- Gary Hess on the death of his 
sister 

- Daniel Mann on the death of his 
father 

- John Bethea Jr. and Elizabeth 
McLaughlin on the death of their 
father, John Bethea Sr. 

- the family of Earline Hart

Dear Pastor McKnight, Wes and the Parkway Heights congregation,

Thank you so very much for the wonderful opportunity to display our 
children’s Christmas art from the Kindness Foundation. It has been a pleasure 
to display the art at your beautiful church. May God bless your work.

Sincerely,
Janet Blouin, Jennifer West and the Kindness Foundation

After you serve
your church through 

life, why stop at death? 
Continue to bless

Parkway Heights
forever by a gift in

your will.



Our mission: “To invite,
connect, equip and send

people for Christ”

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Mike McKnight, Lead Pastor 

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Associate Pastor

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family 

Lesley Ellison, Children & Family 

Wes Arrington, Outreach & Facilities

Sunday Gatherings
Worship: 8:30 & 11 a.m.

Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.

Special thanks to our InMission proofreader Nova Corley

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

Download our App

Find us on Instagram

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Church Office will be closed 

on Monday, May 29 in
observance of Memorial Day.


